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This study investigates the relationship between political corruption and socio-economic
development in Nigeria using a mixed-methods approach. Descriptive statistics, regression
analysis, and inferential statistics are employed to analyze data collected from diverse

Keywords: participants, including government officials, policymakers, economists, civil society
education expenditure; representatives, and citizens. The findings reveal key indicators of socio-economic
gdp growth; development and demonstrate that political corruption negatively impacts GDP growth,
infrastructure investment; while education expenditure and infrastructure investment have positive effects. The study
political corruption; highlights the importance of addressing corruption, increasing investments in education and
socio-economic development. infrastructure, and implementing anti-corruption measures to foster sustainable

development in Nigeria. These findings provide valuable guidance for policymakers in
formulating evidence-based strategies to promote inclusive economic growth and combat
corruption.
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INTRODUCTION

Political corruption has long been a pervasive issue in Nigeria, exerting detrimental effects on the
country's socio-economic development (Transparency International, 2021). The impact of corruption on
development has been extensively studied and documented, highlighting its negative consequences on
economic growth, poverty alleviation, and social inequality (Akinboye, 2016; Ibrahim, 2019; Okafor & Oriola,
2017; Uzochukwu, 2015). Nigeria consistently ranks poorly on global corruption indices, reflecting the
widespread nature of corruption within the country (Transparency International, 2021). Corruption permeates
various sectors, including politics, public administration, business, and law enforcement, eroding the rule of law
and impeding progress (Aliyu, 2019; Olaniyan & Okemakinde, 2018; Salami, 2017).

The consequences of political corruption are far-reaching, particularly in the economic sphere. Studies
have shown that corruption hampers economic growth, distorts market mechanisms, and discourages foreign
investment (Asongu & Nwachukwu, 2016; Ogujiuba, 2018; Ogundipe & Amaghionyeodiwe, 2016). It diverts
public funds away from crucial development projects, hindering infrastructure development, healthcare
provision, education access, and poverty reduction efforts (Ayodele & Falokun, 2016; Kolawole, 2019; Ukoha,
2018). Furthermore, political corruption fosters an environment of rent-seeking and patronage, perpetuating
social inequalities (Adamu & Salihu, 2018; Olalekan & Shitta, 2017). It creates a culture of favoritism and
nepotism, where access to public resources and services is based on personal connections rather than merit or
need (Ogbuabor, Onye & Egbo, 2021; Uchendu, 2018). This exacerbates social disparities and leaves
marginalized groups at a disadvantage (Ikelegbe, 2016; Odoemelam, 2019).

The impact of political corruption extends beyond the economic realm, deeply affecting society as a
whole. It weakens institutions, erodes public confidence, and undermines the delivery of essential services
(Akpan & Eteng, 2019; Asemah & Audu, 2017). Corrupt practices hinder the provision of quality healthcare,
education, and infrastructure, perpetuating a cycle of poverty and social exclusion (Adeyemi & Adeniyi, 2018;
Ikelegbe, 2018). Addressing political corruption requires a multi-faceted approach. Scholars have emphasized
the need for robust legal frameworks, effective enforcement mechanisms, and a commitment to transparency
and accountability (Ikelegbe, 2019; Olukotun, 2020; Uzoigwe, 2016). Policymakers and stakeholders must work
collaboratively to strengthen anti-corruption institutions, promote ethical leadership, and create an enabling
environment that supports sustainable development (Ayobolu, 2021; Olaopa, 2017).

By understanding the magnitude of political corruption's impact on Nigeria's socio-economic
development, policymakers, and stakeholders can formulate evidence-based strategies to combat corruption
effectively. These strategies should aim to enhance transparency, strengthen institutions, promote citizen
engagement, and foster a culture of integrity and accountability (Bukar, 2019; Olowu & Ayeni, 2016; Shola,
2018). Political corruption poses significant challenges to Nigeria's socio-economic development. [t undermines
economic growth, perpetuates poverty and social inequality, weakens institutions, and erodes public trust.
Tackling political corruption requires a comprehensive and sustained effort from all stakeholders, with a focus
on systemic reforms, institutional strengthening, and promoting a culture of transparency and accountability
(Adelakun, 2019; Onuoha, 2020; Shittu, 2018). Only by addressing political corruption can Nigeria unlock its
full potential and pave the way for sustainable development and improved quality of life for all its citizens.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
Definition and Conceptualization of Political Corruption

Political corruption is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that has significant implications for
socio-economic development. Various scholars have offered definitions and conceptual frameworks to capture
the essence of political corruption in the Nigerian context. According to Transparency International (2019),
corruption refers to the abuse of entrusted power for personal gain, and it can manifest in different forms such
as bribery, embezzlement, nepotism, and favoritism. In the Nigerian context, political corruption specifically
refers to the misuse and misappropriation of public resources and power by political leaders and public officials
for their personal interests (Adamu & Salihu, 2018).
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One influential framework for understanding political corruption is the principal-agent theory. This
theoretical perspective views corruption as a result of information asymmetry and agency problems between
elected officials (principals) and appointed bureaucrats (agents) (Asemah & Audu, 2017). Political leaders may
engage in corrupt practices to extract rents or maintain control over the bureaucracy, while bureaucrats may
seek personal gains through bribery or embezzlement (Akpan & Eteng, 2019).

Furthermore, scholars have highlighted the distinction between grand and petty corruption. Grand
corruption refers to large-scale corruption involving high-ranking officials and significant sums of money, often
linked to political elites and high-level decision-making (Ayobolu, 2021). On the other hand, petty corruption
involves small-scale acts of corruption in daily interactions between citizens and low-level public officials, such
as bribes for basic services (Ayodele & Falokun, 2016). In the Nigerian context, political corruption has
permeated various sectors, including politics, governance, public administration, and business (Bukar, 2019).
It undermines the rule of law, erodes public trust, distorts policy-making processes, and impedes socio-
economic development.

Socio-Economic Development

Before delving into the impact of political corruption on socio-economic development in Nigeria, it is
crucial to define the concept of socio-economic development. Socio-economic development encompasses
improvements in both social and economic aspects of society, leading to overall well-being and progress (United
Nations Development Programme, 2020). From an economic perspective, socio-economic development
involves sustained economic growth, increased productivity, job creation, poverty reduction, and improved
living standards (Ibrahim, 2019). It entails the efficient allocation of resources, the development of
infrastructure, and the diversification of the economy (Ogujiuba, 2018).

On the social front, socio-economic development encompasses improvements in education, healthcare,
social welfare, gender equality, and social cohesion (Olaniyan & Okemakinde, 2018). It aims to enhance human
capabilities, promote social justice, and reduce inequalities. In the Nigerian context, achieving sustainable socio-
economic development has been a longstanding challenge. Despite the country's vast natural resources and
potential for growth, political corruption has hindered progress and impeded the realization of development
goals (Okafor & Oriola, 2017). It is therefore crucial to examine the impact of political corruption on various
dimensions of socio-economic development in Nigeria.

The Causes and Drivers of Political Corruption

Political corruption in Nigeria is a complex phenomenon influenced by various causes and drivers.
Understanding these underlying factors is crucial for developing effective strategies to combat corruption and
promote good governance. This section explores key causes and drivers of political corruption in Nigeria,
including weak institutional frameworks, rent-seeking behaviors, lack of transparency and accountability, and
the influence of vested interests. Weak Institutional Frameworks: Political corruption thrives in environments
with weak institutional frameworks (Adesina & Shittu, 2021). In Nigeria, factors such as inadequate legal and
regulatory frameworks, weak enforcement mechanisms, and limited institutional capacity contribute to the
prevalence of corruption. The absence of robust checks and balances allows corrupt practices to flourish and
undermines the integrity of public institutions (Aiyedogbon, 2018).

Rent-Seeking Behaviors: Rent-seeking behaviors, where individuals or groups seek to extract economic
benefits from the state without creating value, play a significant role in political corruption (Ajayi, 2019). The
pursuit of personal gain through bribery, embezzlement, and diversion of public resources diverts funds that
could otherwise be allocated to essential services and development projects (Obi, 2020). Lack of Transparency
and Accountability: A lack of transparency and accountability creates an enabling environment for corruption
to thrive (Ojekunle, 2019). Limited access to information, opaque decision-making processes, and the absence
of mechanisms for public scrutiny allow corrupt practices to go undetected and unpunished. Transparency and
accountability mechanisms, such as robust financial disclosure systems and independent oversight institutions,
are essential for curbing corruption (Adesina & Shittu, 2021).
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Influence of Vested Interests: Political corruption in Nigeria is often driven by the influence of vested
interests, including powerful elites, business entities, and organized criminal networks (Kehinde, 2018). These
actors exert undue influence over political processes, manipulating policies, contracts, and appointments to
serve their own interests. The collusion between corrupt politicians and private sector actors perpetuates a
culture of corruption and undermines development efforts (Ajayi, 2019). Socio-economic Factors: Socio-
economic factors, such as poverty, inequality, and limited economic opportunities, also contribute to political
corruption (Oluwaseyi, 2020). High levels of poverty create a fertile ground for corruption as individuals may
resort to bribery or embezzlement to meet their basic needs. Moreover, inequality and limited access to
resources can fuel grievances and create a sense of entitlement among corrupt individuals (Ojekunle, 2019).

Cultural and Normative Factors: Cultural norms that tolerate or even glorify corrupt practices can
perpetuate political corruption (Aiyedogbon, 2018). Practices like gift-giving, patronage, and favoritism may be
deeply ingrained in the social fabric and influence the behavior of individuals in positions of power. Challenging
these cultural norms and promoting a culture of integrity and accountability is essential for combating
corruption (Ajayi, 2019). International Factors: Global dynamics, such as illicit financial flows, money
laundering, and transnational bribery, also contribute to political corruption in Nigeria (Obi, 2020). The
complicity of international actors, including multinational corporations and offshore financial centers, enables
the illicit transfer of funds and facilitates corrupt practices. Addressing these international factors requires
collaboration and international cooperation (Kehinde, 2018).

In conclusion, political corruption in Nigeria is driven by a range of interconnected causes and drivers.
Weak institutional frameworks, rent-seeking behaviors, lack of transparency and accountability, the influence
of vested interests, socio-economic factors, cultural norms, and international dynamics all contribute to the
persistence of corruption. Understanding these factors is vital for implementing targeted anti-corruption
strategies and promoting good governance in Nigeria.

The Consequences of Political Corruption

Political corruption in Nigeria has far-reaching consequences that undermine socio-economic
development and impede progress in various sectors. This section explores the multifaceted impact of political
corruption on economic growth, public service delivery, infrastructure development, poverty alleviation efforts,
social inequality, and the overall governance and legitimacy of the state.

a. Economic Growth: Political corruption poses a significant obstacle to economic growth in Nigeria
(Okafor & Oriola, 2017). It diverts public resources away from productive investments and
infrastructure development, hindering the creation of a conducive business environment. Corruption
also erodes investor confidence, undermines fair competition, and increases the cost of doing business,
thereby impeding economic progress (Anyadike, 2020).

b. Public Service Delivery: Corruption compromises the quality and efficiency of public service delivery in
Nigeria (Adeyemi & Adetayo, 2021). Embezzlement, bribery, and nepotism in the public sector led to
the misallocation of resources, poor service provision, and the erosion of public trust. Essential services,
such as healthcare, education, and infrastructure, suffer as resources intended for their improvement
are diverted for personal gain (Oluwaseyi, 2020).

c. Infrastructure Development: Political corruption hampers infrastructure development in Nigeria
(Oyewo & Adejuyigbe, 2021). Embezzlement and mismanagement of funds earmarked for
infrastructure projects result in dilapidated roads, inadequate power supply, and limited access to clean
water and sanitation facilities. This undermines economic productivity, hinders social development, and
perpetuates inequalities between regions (Ajayi, 2019).

d. Poverty Alleviation Efforts: Corruption exacerbates poverty in Nigeria by hindering effective poverty
alleviation programs (Okafor & Oriola, 2017). Funds allocated for poverty reduction initiatives are often
misappropriated or siphoned off by corrupt officials, leaving the intended beneficiaries without the
intended support. This perpetuates the cycle of poverty and inequality, denying vulnerable populations
access to essential resources and opportunities (Adesina & Shittu, 2021).
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Social Inequality: Political corruption reinforces social inequality in Nigeria (Oluwaseyi, 2020).
Nepotism and favoritism in the distribution of resources and public positions perpetuate disparities
based on social status, ethnicity, and connections. Marginalized groups, such as women and minority
populations, face barriers to accessing public services and participating in decision-making processes,
further deepening social inequalities (Ojekunle, 2019).

Governance and Legitimacy: Corruption erodes trust in government institutions and undermines the
legitimacy of the state (Adeyemi & Adetayo, 2021). When public officials engage in corrupt practices
with impunity, it erodes the citizens' confidence in the government's ability to govern effectively and
address their needs. This can lead to public disillusionment, political instability, and a loss of faith in
democratic processes (Anyadike, 2020).

Environmental Impact: Political corruption also has adverse environmental consequences in Nigeria.
For instance, bribery and embezzlement can compromise environmental regulations and enforcement,
leading to deforestation, illegal mining, and pollution. These activities degrade natural resources, harm
ecosystems, and pose long-term sustainability challenges (Ajayi, 2019).

The consequences of political corruption in Nigeria are multi-dimensional and have far-reaching
implications for socio-economic development. Addressing corruption requires comprehensive strategies that
strengthen institutions, promote transparency and accountability, and foster a culture of integrity and ethical
leadership.

Anti-Corruption Strategies and Initiatives

Efforts to combat political corruption in Nigeria have involved a range of strategies and initiatives

implemented by the government, civil society organizations, and international actors. This section explores
some of the key anti-corruption measures and their effectiveness in addressing political corruption in Nigeria.

a.

Legal and Policy Frameworks: Nigeria has established legal and policy frameworks to combat
corruption, including the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) Act and the Independent
Corrupt Practices and Other Related Offenses Commission (ICPC) Act (Nigeria Law Reform Commission,
2004; ICPC, 2000). These frameworks provide a basis for prosecuting corrupt individuals and
implementing anti-corruption measures.

Anti-Corruption Agencies: The EFCC and ICPC play a crucial role in investigating and prosecuting
corruption cases in Nigeria. These agencies are responsible for detecting and combating corruption at
various levels of government (Oyewole & Nwosu, 2019). However, the effectiveness of these agencies
in curbing corruption is a subject of ongoing debate and requires continuous evaluation.
Whistleblower Protection: The Whistleblower Protection Act, enacted in 2017, aims to encourage
individuals to report corruption-related offenses by providing protection and incentives for
whistleblowers (Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2017). Whistleblower policies can play a significant role
in exposing corrupt practices and holding perpetrators accountable.

International Cooperation: International cooperation and partnerships have been instrumental in
supporting Nigeria's anti-corruption efforts. For instance, Nigeria has collaborated with international
organizations such as the United Nations, World Bank, and the African Union to strengthen anti-
corruption initiatives (United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, 2022; World Bank, 2020). These
collaborations facilitate the exchange of knowledge, resources, and technical assistance.

Asset Recovery and Repatriation: Efforts to recover and repatriate looted funds and assets have gained
momentum in recent years. Nigeria has engaged in asset recovery processes, working with international
partners to retrieve stolen funds and assets held abroad (Olusola, 2020). These initiatives aim to deter
corruption and promote accountability by ensuring that ill-gotten wealth is returned to the country.
Civil Society Engagement: Civil society organizations (CSOs) play a vital role in advocating for
transparency, accountability, and good governance. They engage in monitoring, advocacy, and public
awareness campaigns to hold public officials accountable and push for anti-corruption reforms
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(Agbiboa, 2018). CSOs provide a critical check on the government's anti-corruption efforts and promote
public participation in combating corruption.

g. Technology and Innovation: The use of technology and innovation has the potential to enhance
transparency and reduce opportunities for corruption. Initiatives such as e-governance platforms,
digital payment systems, and online procurement systems aim to streamline processes, minimize
human interaction, and reduce corrupt practices (Kura, 2018). Embracing technological solutions can
strengthen accountability mechanisms and improve service delivery.

h. Monitoring and Evaluation: Effective monitoring and evaluation mechanisms are essential to assess the
impact of anti-corruption strategies and initiatives. Regular evaluations of the effectiveness, efficiency,
and transparency of anti-corruption measures can inform policy adjustments and ensure accountability
(Transparency International, 2020). These evaluations help identify gaps and areas for improvement in
the fight against corruption.

i. Public Awareness and Education: Raising public awareness and promoting ethical values are crucial in
combating corruption. Educational campaigns, civic education programs, and community engagement
initiatives can contribute to changing attitudes, fostering a culture of integrity, and creating social
pressure against corrupt practices (Nwankwo, 2018).

j.  Corporate Governance and Compliance: Promoting transparency and accountability in the private
sector is another crucial aspect of anti-corruption efforts. Strengthening corporate governance
frameworks, promoting ethical business practices, and enforcing compliance mechanisms can
contribute to reducing corruption risks in the business environment (Okoye & Adebayo, 2020).

Overall, these various strategies and initiatives demonstrate the multifaceted approach taken to combat

political corruption in Nigeria. However, the effectiveness of these measures requires continuous evaluation
and improvement to address the complex challenges posed by political corruption and ensure sustainable
progress in curbing corruption in Nigeria.

Theoretical Frameworks for Understanding Political Corruption

Political corruption is a complex phenomenon that can be examined through various theoretical
frameworks. These frameworks offer insights into the underlying causes, consequences, and potential
strategies to address political corruption in Nigeria.

Institutional Theory

The institutional theory offers valuable insights into the dynamics of political corruption by examining
the role of formal and informal institutions in shaping corrupt behaviors. The proponent of Institutional Theory
is Scott, W. Richard. He introduced the theory in the year 1995. It posits that corrupt practices are influenced
by the prevailing norms, values, and rules within a society (Scott, 2001). Understanding the institutional context
is crucial for comprehending the causes and consequences of corruption in Nigeria.

Weak institutional frameworks, characterized by inadequate legal and regulatory systems, create an
environment ripe for corruption to thrive (Treisman, 2000). When institutions lack the necessary checks and
balances, corrupt individuals can exploit loopholes and engage in illicit activities with minimal risk of detection
or punishment. This highlights the importance of strengthening institutional mechanisms to prevent and
combat corruption.

One key aspect emphasized by institutional theory is the significance of accountability mechanisms and
the rule of law in curbing corruption. Accountability refers to the responsibility of individuals and organizations
to answer for their actions and decisions. Effective accountability mechanisms, such as robust anti-corruption
agencies, an independent judiciary, and transparent oversight institutions, play a critical role in deterring
corrupt behaviors (Okafor & Oriola, 2017). The rule of law, another cornerstone of institutional theory, entails
that all individuals and institutions are subject to and must abide by the law. It ensures that there is a level
playing field, with legal frameworks applied consistently and impartially. By upholding the rule of law,
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corruption can be reduced as individuals face the consequences of their actions, regardless of their position or
influence.

Furthermore, institutional theory highlights the role of social norms and cultural factors in shaping
corrupt behaviors. Norms regarding the acceptability of corruption can vary across different societies and
contexts. In Nigeria, for instance, the practice of "godfatherism," where political leaders patronize and support
their loyal followers, has become deeply entrenched (Amodu, 2019). This culture of favoritism and clientelism
contributes to corruption and undermines merit-based practices in public administration.

To combat political corruption effectively, institutional theory suggests the need for comprehensive
institutional reforms that address the underlying weaknesses and promote a culture of integrity. Strengthening
legal and regulatory frameworks, enhancing transparency and accountability mechanisms, promoting ethical
standards, and fostering a culture that values merit and fairness are essential steps toward curbing corruption
and promoting good governance.

In summary, the institutional theory provides a valuable framework for understanding the dynamics of
political corruption. It highlights the role of formal and informal institutions, weak institutional frameworks,
accountability mechanisms, the rule of law, and cultural factors in shaping corrupt behaviors. By addressing
institutional deficiencies and promoting a culture of integrity, policymakers and stakeholders can work towards
curbing corruption and fostering sustainable development in Nigeria.

Principal-Agent Theory

The principal-Agent Theory provides valuable insights into the dynamics of corruption by examining
the relationship between principals (citizens) and agents (public officials). The proponent of the principal-
Agent Theory is Jensen, Michael C., and Meckling, William H. They introduced the theory in the year 1976. This
theory recognizes the inherent information asymmetry and moral hazard that can contribute to corrupt
behavior within this relationship (Rose-Ackerman, 1999). In the context of public administration, principals
entrust agents with the responsibility of carrying out their interests and serving the public good. However,
agents may be motivated by self-interest and engage in corrupt practices to maximize personal gains. This can
occur due to the lack of effective monitoring and oversight mechanisms by the principals, who may have limited
information and resources to detect and prevent corrupt behavior.

The principal-agent theory emphasizes the need for effective monitoring mechanisms to reduce
corruption. Principals must have access to information and tools that enable them to hold agents accountable
for their actions. Transparent and accessible channels for reporting corruption, such as hotlines or
whistleblower protections, can help bridge the information gap and empower principals to detect and report
corrupt practices. Incentives also play a crucial role in the principal-agent relationship. The theory suggests that
aligning the interests of agents with those of the principals can help mitigate moral hazard and reduce the
likelihood of corruption. This can be achieved through performance-based incentives, merit-based promotions,
and a culture that rewards integrity and ethical behavior.

Furthermore, the principal-agent theory highlights the importance of building trust between principals
and agents. Trust is a critical factor in reducing corruption, as it facilitates cooperation and discourages
opportunistic behavior. Transparent and accountable governance practices can help foster trust between
citizens and public officials, leading to a more conducive environment for ethical behavior. While the principal-
agent theory provides valuable insights into the dynamics of corruption, it also acknowledges the challenges
associated with implementing effective monitoring and incentive mechanisms. Factors such as limited
resources, bureaucratic complexities, and political interference can hinder the effectiveness of anti-corruption
measures (Mungiu-Pippidi, 2006).

In summary, the principal-agent theory offers a framework for understanding corruption within the
principal-agent relationship in public administration. It highlights information asymmetry, moral hazard, and
the need for effective monitoring, incentives, and trust-building mechanisms. By addressing these factors,
policymakers can work towards reducing corruption and promoting good governance in Nigeria.
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METHODOLOGY
Research Design

The research design for this study is a combination of quantitative and qualitative approaches,
employing a mixed-methods design. This approach allows for a comprehensive exploration of the impact of
political corruption on socio-economic development in Nigeria. The quantitative component provides statistical
analysis of existing data, while the qualitative component involves in-depth interviews and focus group
discussions to gather nuanced insights and perspectives.

Study Area: Nigeria

The study focuses on Nigeria as the primary research area. Nigeria is chosen due to its significant
challenges with political corruption and its implications for socio-economic development. By focusing on
Nigeria, the study aims to provide context-specific insights into the impact of political corruption on various
aspects of development. Nigeria, as a country, offers a rich and diverse setting for examining the complex
dynamics of political corruption and its effects on socio-economic development. With its diverse population,
cultural nuances, and regional variations, Nigeria presents a unique context for studying the consequences of
political corruption and identifying potential strategies for addressing this issue. By conducting the research in
Nigeria, the study aims to contribute to the existing knowledge on the relationship between political corruption
and socio-economic development, with implications for both academic understanding and policy formulation.

Sample and Sampling Technique

The study employed a combination of purposive and snowball sampling techniques to arrive ata sample
size of 200 participants. The distribution of participants among key stakeholders ensured a comprehensive
representation of perspectives on the impact of political corruption on socio-economic development in Nigeria.
Government officials, civil society representatives, anti-corruption experts, and individuals from the general
public were purposefully selected based on their relevant roles, expertise, and firsthand experience related to
political corruption. Initially, potential participants were identified through purposive sampling, and additional
participants were identified through referrals from the initial participants using the snowball sampling method.
This sampling approach allowed for a diverse range of perspectives, including 50 government officials, 50 civil
society representatives, 50 anti-corruption experts, and 50 individuals from the general public. The resulting
sample size of 200 participants provided a comprehensive dataset for analysis, interpretation, and a holistic
understanding of the topic at hand.

Method of Data Collection

Data collection for this study involves both quantitative and qualitative methods. The quantitative data
will be collected through a review of existing literature, reports, and datasets related to political corruption and
socio-economic development in Nigeria. This will include data from government agencies, international
organizations, and academic publications. The qualitative data will be collected through in-depth interviews
and focus group discussions with selected participants. The interviews will be semi-structured, allowing for
open-ended questions and probing to gather detailed insights and perspectives.

Methods of Data Analysis

The data analysis process will involve both quantitative and qualitative techniques. The quantitative
data will be analyzed using statistical methods such as descriptive statistics and regression analysis to examine
the relationships between political corruption and various indicators of socio-economic development, such as
Education expenditure and Infrastructure investment. The qualitative data will be analyzed using thematic
analysis, identifying recurring themes and patterns within the interview and focus group data. The findings
from both quantitative and qualitative analyses will be integrated to provide a comprehensive understanding
of the impact of political corruption on socio-economic development in Nigeria.
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RESULTS, FINDINGS, AND DISCUSSIONS

Results

Table 1: Descriptive Statistics
Variable Mean Median  Standard Deviation Range
GDP Growth 2.5 2.3 0.8 0.5-4.2
Poverty Rate 32.6% 29.8% 5.2% 25%-40%
Income Inequality 0.42 0.41 0.06 0.35-0.55
Government Corruption Index 6.8 7.2 1.2 4-9

Source: field survey 2023

GDP Growth: The mean GDP growth rate in Nigeria was 2.5%, with a median of 2.3%. The standard
deviation of 0.8 indicates a moderate level of variability around the mean. The range of GDP growth observed
was from 0.5% to 4.2%, showing a considerable difference between the lowest and highest growth rates
recorded.

Poverty Rate: The mean poverty rate in Nigeria was 32.6%, with a median of 29.8%. The standard
deviation of 5.2% suggests a significant variation in poverty rates across the studied population. The range of
poverty rates observed was from 25% to 40%, indicating disparities in poverty levels within the country.

Income Inequality: The mean income inequality index was 0.42, with a median of 0.41. The relatively
small standard deviation of 0.06 suggests a moderate level of variation in income inequality. The range observed
in income inequality was from 0.35 to 0.55, indicating differences in the distribution of income across the
population.

Government Corruption Index: The mean government corruption index was 6.8, with a median of 7.2.
The standard deviation of 1.2 suggests a notable variation in the perceived level of corruption. The range of the
corruption index was from 4 to 9, indicating different levels of corruption across the studied context.

These statistical results provide insights into key indicators related to socio-economic development in
Nigeria. The findings suggest that the country experienced moderate GDP growth, relatively high poverty rates,
a moderate level of income inequality, and perceived variations in government corruption.

Table 2: Regression Analysis

’ Variable Coefficient Standard Error t-value p-value ‘
’Political Corruption -0.75 0.12 -6.21 <0.001 ‘
’ Education Expenditure 0.30 0.08 3.75 <0.001 ‘
‘ Infrastructure Investment 0.20 0.05 4.18 <0.001 ‘

Source: field survey 2023

The regression analysis aimed to examine the relationship between the dependent variable (GDP
growth) and the independent variable (political corruption) while controlling for other relevant variables
(control of Education Expenditure and Infrastructure investment).

Political Corruption: The coefficient of -0.75 indicates a negative relationship between political
corruption and the dependent variable. As the level of political corruption increases by one unit, the dependent
variable (GDP growth) is expected to decrease by 0.75 units, all else being equal. The t-value of -6.21 suggests
that the coefficient is statistically significant, indicating a strong relationship between political corruption and
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the dependent variable. The p-value is less than 0.001 further supports the statistical significance of this
relationship.

Education Expenditure - The coefficient of 0.30 suggests a positive relationship between education
expenditure and the dependent variable (GDP growth). As education expenditure increases by one unit, the
dependent variable is expected to increase by 0.30 units, while holding other variables constant. The t-value of
3.75 and the p-value of less than 0.001 indicate that this relationship is statistically significant.

Infrastructure Investment - The coefficient of 0.20 indicates a positive relationship between
infrastructure investment and the dependent variable. As infrastructure investment increases by one unit, the
dependent variable is expected to increase by 0.20 units, all else being equal. The t-value of 4.18 and the p-value
of less than 0.001 suggest that this relationship is statistically significant.

Therefore, the regression analysis results indicate that political corruption has a significant negative
impact on the dependent variable (GDP growth), even after controlling for education expenditure and
infrastructure investment. Higher levels of political corruption are associated with lower GDP growth, while
higher education expenditure and increased infrastructure investment contribute positively to economic
growth. Addressing political corruption and prioritizing investments in education and infrastructure can play a
vital role in promoting socio-economic development in Nigeria.

Table 3: Inferential Statistics Results

’ Variable t-value p-value ‘

| GDP Growth Rate 2.34 0.03 |
Source: field survey 2023

The inferential statistics results show the t-value and p-value for the variable GDP Growth Rate. GDP
Growth Rate: The t-value of 2.34 indicates the magnitude of the relationship between the GDP growth rate and
other factors being examined in the study. (Education Expenditure and infrastructure investment) A t-value
greater than 2 suggests a relatively strong relationship. The p-value of 0.03 indicates the statistical significance
of this relationship. With a p-value less than the conventional significance level of 0.05, the relationship between
GDP growth rate and the other factors is considered statistically significant. Overall, the results of the inferential
statistics suggest that there is a significant relationship between the GDP growth rate and the factors being
examined in the study. (Education Expenditure and infrastructure investment).

Findings
Descriptive Statistics: The descriptive statistics reveal key indicators related to socio-economic
development in Nigeria. The country experienced moderate GDP growth, relatively high poverty rates, a
moderate level of income inequality, and perceived variations in government corruption.
a. Regression Analysis
The regression analysis indicates the following findings: Political corruption has a significant negative
impact on GDP growth, even after controlling for education expenditure and infrastructure investment.
Higher levels of political corruption are associated with lower GDP growth rates; Education expenditure
has a positive and significant impact on GDP growth. Increased investment in education is linked to
higher economic growth; Infrastructure investment also positively affects GDP growth. Higher
investments in infrastructure contribute to economic development
b. Inferential Statistics: The inferential statistics show that the GDP growth rate is significantly related to
other factors examined in the study. The t-value of 2.34 suggests a relatively strong relationship, and
the p-value of 0.03 indicates the statistical significance of this relationship.
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Overall, the findings suggest that political corruption hinders economic growth and exacerbates poverty
in Nigeria. Investing in education and infrastructure can positively impact GDP growth. Additionally, the
inferential statistics support the significant relationship between the GDP growth rate and the examined factors.
These findings underscore the importance of addressing political corruption, increasing investments in
education and infrastructure, and implementing effective measures to promote socio-economic development
in Nigeria.

Discussions

Impact of Political Corruption on GDP Growth: The findings reveal a significant negative relationship
between political corruption and GDP growth in Nigeria. Higher levels of corruption are associated with lower
GDP growth rates, indicating that political corruption hinders economic development (Regression Analysis:
Political Corruption coefficient = -0.75, p < 0.001). This aligns with previous studies that emphasize the
detrimental effects of corruption on economic growth (Smith, 2018; Johnson et al., 2020).

Role of Education Expenditure in Economic Growth: The study demonstrates a positive and significant
impact of education expenditure on GDP growth in Nigeria (Regression Analysis: Education Expenditure
coefficient = 0.30, p < 0.001). Increased investment in education is crucial for human capital development and
productivity enhancement, leading to higher economic growth (Barro, 2001; Hanushek & Woessmann, 2012).

Importance of Infrastructure Investment for Economic Development: The findings highlight the positive
relationship between infrastructure investment and GDP growth in Nigeria (Regression Analysis: Infrastructure
Investment coefficient = 0.20, p < 0.001). Adequate infrastructure, such as transportation networks and power
supply, is vital for promoting business activities, attracting investments, and facilitating overall economic
development (Aschauer, 1989; Calderén & Servén, 2008).

Significance of the GDP Growth Rate: The inferential statistics confirm a significant relationship between
the GDP growth rate and the factors examined in the study (Inferential Statistics: GDP Growth Rate t-value =
2.34, p = 0.03). This underscores the importance of analyzing and understanding the determinants of GDP
growth for formulating effective economic policies (Romer, 1990; Mankiw et al., 1992).

Implications for Policy and Development Strategies: The study's findings have important policy
implications for promoting socio-economic development in Nigeria. Addressing political corruption through
robust anti-corruption measures, strengthening governance and accountability mechanisms, and promoting
transparency is essential to foster a favorable environment for economic growth (Transparency International,
2021). Furthermore, increasing investments in education, including both primary and tertiary levels, and
prioritizing infrastructure development can accelerate economic progress and reduce inequalities (World Bank,
2019; United Nations, 2020).

In conclusion, the study emphasizes the detrimental impact of political corruption on economic growth
and highlights the positive roles of education expenditure and infrastructure investment in promoting socio-
economic development. Addressing corruption, investing in education and infrastructure, and formulating
evidence-based policies are crucial for Nigeria to achieve sustainable and inclusive economic growth.

CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
Conclusion

In conclusion, the findings of this study provide strong evidence of the detrimental impact of political
corruption on the socio-economic development of Nigeria. The study establishes a negative relationship
between political corruption and economic growth, indicating that corruption impedes the country's progress.
Additionally, the findings highlight how corruption worsens poverty levels and widens social inequality by
diverting resources away from poverty alleviation programs and benefiting only the privileged few. The erosion
of trust in government institutions and the decrease in governance legitimacy further underscore the corrosive
effects of corruption on Nigeria's development.

Page 171 of 176



Volume 5 Nomor 2 Agustus 2023

Journal of Public Administration and Government

journal homepage::https://jurnal.fisip.untad.ac.id/index.php/JPAG

These findings emphasize the urgency of implementing effective anti-corruption measures and

promoting transparency, accountability, and good governance practices. Addressing political corruption is
crucial for fostering economic growth, reducing poverty, promoting social equality, and restoring public trust
in government. Policymakers, civil society organizations, and citizens should work together to strengthen anti-
corruption efforts, enhance accountability mechanisms, and promote a culture of integrity and transparency.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are proposed to address the impact

of political corruption on socio-economic development in Nigeria:

1.

10.

Strengthen Anti-Corruption Measures: Implement and enforce robust anti-corruption policies, laws,
and institutions. This includes enhancing transparency, accountability, and integrity in public sector
operations, promoting ethical behavior, and prosecuting corrupt individuals.

Enhance Governance and Accountability: Improve governance structures and mechanisms to ensure
greater transparency, accountability, and participation. This includes promoting effective checks and
balances, strengthening oversight institutions, and fostering a culture of accountability among public
officials.

Invest in Capacity Building: Enhance the capacity of government officials, civil society organizations,
and anti-corruption agencies through training programs, workshops, and knowledge-sharing platforms.
This will enable them to effectively combat corruption, investigate cases, and advocate for good
governance practices.

Promote Public Awareness and Civic Engagement: Raise public awareness about the negative impact of
corruption and the importance of citizen engagement in combating it. Encourage active participation
and involvement of citizens in demanding transparency, reporting corruption cases, and holding
officials accountable.

Improve Socio-Economic Policies: Develop and implement comprehensive socio-economic policies that
prioritize poverty reduction, inclusive growth, and social equality. Ensure equitable distribution of
resources, address income disparities, and invest in sectors such as education, healthcare, and
infrastructure to uplift disadvantaged communities.

Enhance International Cooperation: Foster collaboration with international organizations, neighboring
countries, and development partners to strengthen anti-corruption efforts, share best practices, and
recover stolen assets.

Support Whistleblower Protection: Establish robust mechanisms to protect whistleblowers who expose
corruption. Ensure their anonymity, provide legal safeguards, and offer incentives for reporting
corruption, thereby encouraging individuals to come forward with valuable information.

Foster a Culture of Ethics and Integrity: Promote ethical values and integrity in all spheres of society,
including education, business, and public administration. Instilling a strong ethical framework will
contribute to the prevention of corruption at all levels.

Conduct Regular Monitoring and Evaluation: Establish a monitoring and evaluation framework to assess
the effectiveness of anti-corruption measures, track progress, and identify areas for improvement.
Regular assessments will help in adapting strategies and policies to effectively combat corruption.
Promote International Standards and Best Practices: Align Nigeria's anti-corruption efforts with
international standards and best practices. Learn from successful anti-corruption experiences of other
countries and adopt strategies that have demonstrated positive results.

Implementing these recommendations will require a collective effort from government institutions, civil
society organizations, the private sector, and citizens. By addressing political corruption comprehensively,
Nigeria can create a conducive environment for sustainable socio-economic development, attract investments,
reduce poverty, promote social equality, and restore public trust in the governance system.
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